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Media Release — 19 October 2005
Friends of Graythwaite formed

North Sydney residents have formed Friends of Graythwaite in a bid to ensure that the
magnificent Graythwaite estate not only remains in public hands, but is restored to its
full glory.

The historic mansion, which is set in almost three-hectares of heritage gardens with
sweeping views across the harbour from Botany Bay to the Blue Mountains, is the
hidden gem of North Sydney. It is hard to believe that such a large estate, with its
sweeping lawns and towering figs and incredibly rich heritage spanning back to the
very first settlement of North Sydney, still exists in this day and age, let alone being
just 500 metres from the heart of the CBD.

The estate was gifted to the State in 1915 as a convalescent home for wounded
soldiers amidst the horror and patriotic fervour that accompanied the news of
Gallipoli. Ever since, Graythwaite has been held in trust by the State Government.

A convalescent home until 1980, in recent years Graythwaite has been used as a
nursing home, but with maintenance of the mansion and its grounds being sadly
neglected. In fact, for the past five years maintenance of the grounds has fallen on
local residents who have worked every Sunday to remove acres of weeds and whose
work is gradually revealing the original form of the garden.

The buildings no longer meet federal government regulations and the nursing home
will not operate beyond 2008.

Tim Hughes, chair of Friends of Graythwaite, said the formation of the group was a
clear statement of the residents’ intention to fight for continued public ownership and
proper care of the property.

“Graythwaite has such national, state and local heritage value that it has been
nominated for the new national Heritage List. Despite this, there is a real risk of it
being sold to developers or others and being alienated from public ownership,” Mr
Hughes said. “We do not want this option to even be considered for Graythwaite.

“The community has rallied around Graythwaite several times in the past, but now is
the time for a concerted campaign to secure its future once and for all.

“The North Sydney Council has made an offer to the State Government to buy the
property. Given the Government’s past disinterest in the property this is the only way
it can both be kept in public ownership and be properly managed. We are going to do
everything humanly possible to make sure the Government accepts the offer.



“The extensive grounds of the estate provide a rare expanse of green space in our
urban jungle. In fact it by far then largest green space close to then CBD and we see
Graythwaite becoming the Hyde Park of North Sydney, bringing enjoyment and
refreshment to the thousands of people who come here each day to work.

“It took foresight to set aside the Hyde Park and Domain areas in Sydney.
Unfortunately this wasn’t done when commercial development took place in North
Sydney. Now we have the opportunity for a magnificent park close to our CBD.”

He added that the future of Graythwaite was not just a North Sydney concern. “People
travel to North Sydney from all over Sydney each day to work and we will be
campaigning hard in then CBD to let those workers know what lies at their doorstep
and to gain their support.”

“Rarely are we given the opportunity to make a real difference in our world. Saving
Graythwaite in perpetuity for all of the people is such an opportunity. It represents
not only the very beginnings of North Sydney but also the emotions, turmoil and pride
of the ANZAC legend and the development of our Identity as Australians.”

The Friends hope to have their website www.graythwaite.org.au up by the end of the
week.
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